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Subject: 2021 WSMC - Public Testimony - 501.3.1 - Transformer Vault 

Exhaust Location 

 

External Email 

Public Comment on Log #21-PG2-019 

 

See below for recommendations to clarify the requirements for utility transformer exhaust locations. 

Referring to the NFPA 70 is not clear and enforceable code language as this section is in regard to 

naturally ventilated transformer vaults. 

So it is unclear if this even applies to mechanically exhausted transformer vaults. 

Additionally, the NFPA language is very general with terms like “as far as possible from” in 450.45 (A). 

 

See recommended revisions in red below. 

 

 
 

Proposed Code Language per Public Review Draft: 

501.3.1 Location of Exhaust Outlet. The termination point of exhaust outlets and ducts discharging to 

the outdoors shall be located with the following minimum distances: 

6. For transformer vault exhaust system outlets, in addition to the requirements of NFPA 70 Section 

450.45: 10 feet (3048 mm) from property lines which separate one lot from another; 10 feet (3048 mm) 

from operable openings into buildings; 10 feet (3048 mm) above any walking walkway. 

 

Proposed Modifications to the Code Language below in red: 

501.3.1 Location of Exhaust Outlet. The termination point of exhaust outlets and ducts discharging to 

the outdoors shall be located with the following minimum distances: 

6. For transformer vault exhaust system outlets, in addition to the requirements of subject to the 

requirements of NFPA 70 Section 450.45: 10 feet (3048 mm) from fire escapes, required means of 

egress at the exterior of the building, elements of exit discharge, exterior combustible materials, 

openings that are not protected in accordance with IBC Section 705.8; 10 feet (3048 mm) from property 

lines which separate one lot from another; 10 feet (3048 mm) from operable openings into buildings; 10 

feet (3048 mm) above any walking walkway. 

 

 

NPFA 70-2020: Sections 450.9 & 450.45: 

 



 
 

 



 
 

For Reference: 

2018 Seattle Building Code Provisions: 

 
 

2018 Seattle Mechanical Code Provisions: 
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